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Brick and mortar communities all over America are providing community resource initiatives. One 

of the salient strategies of these communities is to prepare young adults to take the GED test. America 

seems to be waking up to the fact that we need to help young adults achieve a viable education. Working 

at a community center gives an extraordinary opportunity to build relationships with young people 

needing their GED. The challenges are enormous, especially when students join the program that haven’t 

been in a educational environment for over twenty years. One of the students was in a violent incident 

where he was shot and paralyzed and is now walking with crutches - as he rehabs his body, the GED 

course rehabs his mind, i.e. transformative learning. Single mothers with multiple kids attend GED 

classes to try to better their lives in order to better support their children. Students from diverse 

backgrounds and nationalities come into the GED community-based learning program attempting to 

change their way of life by first getting their GED. A increasing consensus among community leaders 

agrees that providing educational social services helps some of these young adults from becoming a 

human tragedy. Understand, majority of the students entering the GED program live below the poverty 

level, and some are dealing with learning disabilities, i.e. dyslexia, dysgraphia, and dyscalculia.  

The students within this community of practice looks to improve their lives. This is where 

https://knowledgegrowthforlife.discourse.group/u/best_learning/activity the knowledge growth for life 

online learning community comes into play. The design and methodology of this online learning 

https://knowledgegrowthforlife.discourse.group/u/best_learning/activity


community gives GED students a place where they are not judged; they can be anonymous while learning 

to answer questions that they might see on their specific GED test. Anonymity is important for some GED 

students, especially if they have learning difficulties, or they feel embarrassed for not knowing simple 

mathematical concepts, along with not knowing how to structure an argumentative short answer essay 

question. This gives credence to learning through the Knowledge growth for life learning community; 

these members can learn what is needed for the GED test and feel comfortable doing it.  

Within the design of the online community application, ‘knowledge growth for life’; the link below 

was attached. This link is part of a welcome packet needed to evaluate GED students coming into the 

community center attempting to get help in passing the GED test. The reasoning behind applying this link. 

It was developed to identify where incoming adult learners experience lies in reference to the four sub 

tests that they will encounter while preparing to take the GED test.  All subjects: mathematics, writing, 

reading, social studies, and science are covered on the welcome packet. 

https://51ec4345-a84e-4cd3-abe1- 

d5ee784f28f0.usrfiles.com/ugd/51ec43_69cc1a614ae84356ab13526af9ea1bb5.pdf 

An alternative approach will be included as a supplement to the welcome packet.  Video files of 

mathematics, writing, reading, social studies, and science lessons will be added to the online 

community’s application at some point in the future. Due to time restraints, the videos were unable to be 

developed sufficiently for all GED subjects at this time. A video file example is given in the following link,  

https://youtu.be/jluOlO5O2HU. 

American Council on Education focuses on government policy; the creator of Knowledge Growth 

for Life understands the communications between private organizations and government policy makers, 

because the GED program at the Community Center is controlled by the guidelines of State government. 

https://51ec4345-a84e-4cd3-abe1-d5ee784f28f0.usrfiles.com/ugd/51ec43_69cc1a614ae84356ab13526af9ea1bb5.pdf
https://51ec4345-a84e-4cd3-abe1-d5ee784f28f0.usrfiles.com/ugd/51ec43_69cc1a614ae84356ab13526af9ea1bb5.pdf
https://youtu.be/jluOlO5O2HU


ACE services veterans, while the creator of KGL is a veteran and the only member of the newly 

established online community - ACE has 1800 members.  

Knowledge Growth for life has only one member – the creator, and can’t imagine having the 5000 

members that ‘The Council for Adult and Experimental Learning’ has, at least at this initial stage of 

implementing and building an online community.  

Enabling professional adult educators has 12,500 members and is a juggernaut in providing 

professional development skills, training and job opportunities. In contrast, KGL just started with one 

member and helps develops and train Americas’ youth to pass the GED test.    

With 500 members the Massachusetts Coalition for Adult Education executes public policy by 

helping people understand their rights to economic advancement. With 1 member the Knowledge 

Growth for Life help students understand how to get the correct answer on the GED test, which can 

spearhead a pathway towards sociological advancement.   

The Mountain Plains Adult Education Association has a nine-state membership. And, is one of the 

quasi-elder statesmen of educational communities. KGL has no state membership, except for the 

creator, who can be considered a quasi-member at this point of online community building. Both of these 

organizations target life-long learning within the educational community.  

In comparing the Knowledge Growth for Life with 1 member to the American Association for Adult 

and Continuing Education with 1100 members. Both of them produce social change while helping adult 

students achieve lifelong goals. They both also utilize research concepts to expand their opportunities in 

professional development. 

The Coalition on Adult Basic Education correlates with Knowledge Growth for Life, in that they 

both want to understand the literacy skills of the undereducated. Though, one has won awards and has 



23,000 members, Nonetheless, because it has just been developed, the KGL has 1 member and hasn’t 

won anything. 

   The National Association of State Directors of Adult Education (NASDAE) has a 50 states 

membership which gives inspiration to  the Knowledge Growth for Life (KGL), which has 1 member 

associated in 1 state. Both focus on educational readiness instruction of the adult learner, and they both 

see research as critical element.  

KGL’s Planning includes developing an online community that helps young adults maneuver towards 

lifelong learning. Once Knowledge Growth for life is fully functional with all the amenities of a full 

publicized educational GED learning entity with includes learning videos; it will be more sophisticated in 

reference to other educational online communities for attracting the undereducated.   

The body of students that are going to be invited to join KGL are from diversified backgrounds. The design 

of the online community categorizes staff, general, and feedback discussions. Knowledge Growth of life 

will establish roles for all its members. Community of practice allows a group of people with shared 

interest to come together to share their issues. When there is social engagement and people in the 

community interact with each other there’s a practice of community. Members of the online learning 

community can be engaging or non-engaging. The facilitator can present an active learning experience or 

a dull boring experience. The designer of the online community can make operation user friendly, or they 

can make it hard to navigate. Inter-group relation depends on the amount of screen time used. No screen 

time means little to no group-relations. Newcomers can easily become stragglers if they do not get to 

understand appropriate ways to interact. Following the action of the most experienced member is the 

best way to be certain proper etiquette is followed. Be certain that everyone’s opinion is heard, everyone 

has an opportunity to contribute to the online discussion. Everyone must be emailed a list of rules for 

appropriate behavior.  

  


